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Professor John Spencer, CBE, QC is a Professor of Law (emeritus) at the University 

of Cambridge, former Director of the Cambridge University Centre for European 

Legal Studies and President of the UK European Criminal Law Association. He 

writes and lectures extensively on EU and domestic criminal law and evidence. 

In 1997 he was part of the team responsible for the Corpus Juris project. He is a 

QC (honoris causa), an Academic Bencher of the Inner Temple and holds an 

Honorary Degree from the University of Poitiers.  

 

David Anderson, QC is the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism legislation. He practises 

from Brick Court chambers and his practice is built on his expertise in European Union 

law, developed with the help of skills learned working in Brussels and Washington DC 

and teaching at King’s College London.  He has appeared some 150 times in the EU’s 

Court of Justice and General Court in Luxembourg and has appeared frequently before 

the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. In 2010 David was appointed by the 

Home Secretary to be the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation, a part-time 

role which will come to an end in early 2017.  His report A Question of Trust bore fruit in 

the Investigatory Powers Act 2016.   

 

Angela Patrick practises from Doughty Street Chambers and specialises in public law 

and public international law, civil liberties and human rights.  Until 2016, she was Director 

of Human Rights Policy at JUSTICE and previously she acted as a legal adviser to the 

Joint Committee on Human Rights. She led JUSTICE’s programming on surveillance 

reform, and was responsible for their contributions to the debates on the Draft 

Communications Data Bill and the Investigatory Powers Act 2016. Her case work has 

covered the UK’s senior courts and the European Court of Human Rights (including 

Smith & Ors v MoD  [2014] A.C. 52 (application of the ECHR) , Rahmatullah v SSFCA 

[2013] 1 A.C. 614 (habeas corpus), Belhaj & Ors v Straw & Ors [2015] 2 W.L.R. 1105 (act of 

state) and Tariq v United Kingdom) (closed material procedures).   Most recently, she 

has been instructed by the Guardian on open justice, disclosure and public interest in 

inquests ([2016] EWHC 3001 (Admin)). Angela is on the editorial team at the European 

Human Rights Law Review and is a contributing author to Human Rights Practice (Sweet 

& Maxwell, Looseleaf).   She is Vice-Chair of the Human Rights Lawyers Association and 

sits on the Legal and Policy Committee of Freedom from Torture. 

 

Michael Drury CMG joined BCL as a partner in September 2010 from GCHQ where for a 

number of years he was Director for Legal Affairs and a member of the main Board of 

Directors, having been appointed GCHQ's first full-time legal adviser in 1996. 

He was called to the Bar in 1982 and subsequently admitted as a solicitor at the time of 

his move to GCHQ. Prior to that he was a tax lawyer in the City and then prosecuted for 

HM Customs & Excise and the Serious Fraud Office where he had the conduct of some 

of the most notable cases in the late 1980s and early 1990s, in particular high profile 

http://login.westlaw.co.uk/maf/wluk/app/document?&suppsrguid=i0ad6290300000158ab873590fab3791b&docguid=I828DE9E09B5911E3A2FB9E52E6BD7F26&hitguid=I86722C10D8D111E2B4EC91F9DB95B3F4&rank=4&spos=4&epos=4&td=4000&crumb-action=append&context=31&resolvein=true


prosecutions relating to Japanese warrants and false trading in shares. 

He has wide experience of acting in public inquires, resisting challenges to Government 

action in the surveillance field (especially in relation to interception and the collection 

of communications data), and disclosure in civil and criminal litigation (including asset 

freezing). He also ensured that GCHQ's actions and systems met the standards required 

under the Human Rights Act 1998.  Michael was one of the Government lawyers 

consulted about the Bribery Act 2010 and its applicability to intelligence and security 

agency actions. He has a particular interest in the Justice and Home Affairs application 

of EU law and was part of the UK team responsible for negotiating the Lisbon Treaty in so 

far as it affected those areas and national security. This supplemented his work in 

understanding the surveillance regimes of countries outside the UK (and their impact 

within the jurisdiction). 

 

David Kirk is a solicitor and partner in McGuireWoods. From 2009 to 2014, David was 

chief criminal counsel at the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), overseeing the 

financial crime investigations and prosecutions of the FCA. Between 2006 and 2009 he 

was director of the Fraud Prosecution Service. For 20 years prior to 2006, David was a 

partner in international law firms in the City of London where he advised corporate 

clients on fraud compliance issues and investigations. He has also advised the UK 

Attorney General and the Director of Public Prosecutions on criminal matters. David has 

served as liaison with European and US authorities, and worked alongside the UK 

Economic Crime Agency. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


